A fine series of 22 freshly collected rufifrons from Java's most western peninsula Udjung Kulon, is extremely uniform in colour and markings of the plumage. Though there is some individual variation in the extent of the dark tint on the chest and flanks, none of the skins differs individually to an extent worthy of mention. This holds good for both sexes which differ only in size.
Old skins closely resemble our fresh material, but a female collected 20 years ago is a trifle more brownish, less washed with olive. Our recently obtained skins are more olive on the upper parts and they have, together with four old skins, decidedly more red-brown on the upper surface of the tail than is the case in old cinereum but it may be that these differences are partly of a post-mortem nature.
On the sides of the head there is not much difference, but rufifrons is more buffy on the breast and, to a smaller degree, also on the remaining under surface.
The gonads of our fresh material were poorly developed in all females and in most of the male birds but there were two males with testes of 1-2mm, and four varying in size from 2-6mm, of which there were two reaching the maximum.
In his papers about the genus Malacopteron, Voous (1950 Voous ( , 1953 not found by me until some years ago and not yet described from Java, show some resemblance to those of the Macronus species living in this island as illustrated in Hoogerwerf (1949) , but they are not so strongly marked. For the eggs of Malacocincla sepiaria, I may also refer to the same publication (no. 197 & 198 and no. 95-97) Tail rufifrons (Java): 64, 64, 65, 65, 65, 65, 66, 66, 67, 67, 67, 67, 67, 67, 70, Culmen rufifrons (Java): 10. 8, 12.5, 12.6, 13.4, 13.5, 13.5, 13.8, 13.9, 14, 14.2, 14.2, 14.5, 14.5, 14.9, 14.9, 15, 15 cinereum (Borneo) : 19.6, 19.8, 20, 20, 20.1, 20.4. Av. 19.98 mm. cinereum (Sumatra) : 19.9, 20.2, 20.2, 20.3, 20.5, 21.4, 21.5, 21.7. Av. 20.71mm . 2, 19.4, 19.5, 19.6, 20, 20, 20.7, 20.9. Av. 19 .91 mm.
Measurements as mentioned by Voous: cinereum (Borneo & Sumatra)
Tail : 60-74 "63.80" Tail : 52-66.5 "53.80"
